DG0504Notes051004Summary 

The St. Francis Dialogue group met for the final time Tuesday, October 4, 2005.  We followed the agenda since no one had any burning issues to discuss.  The five sessions to which we originally committed are complete.  The diversity of our group was homogeneous in thought, if not 100% in ethnicity and religion.  You are encouraged to continue with another Dialogue Group.  The two groups currently meeting are:

                        5:30 PM on Thursday evenings at St. Luke United Methodist Church

                        10:00 AM on Saturday morning at 1st African Baptist Church

 

In order to keep the discussions in your psyche, near midweek, you can expect an email urging follow through on our recommendations or exhorting personal action.

 

These are the points covered earlier this week.  

 

One Columbus is the appropriate conduit for suggestions and plans that will improve the quality of life in Columbus as a community.  One Columbus does not have the personnel or funds to implement many ideas.  However, One Columbus staff or volunteers can develop a "to do" list and encourage people, organizations and institutions to support completion of these projects or ideas with the financial and people power at their discretion.  The new web site is a good starting place.  Following are the suggestions from five weeks of discussion:

1. Identify resource people that should be consulted or asked to serve on an advisory committee to promote the arts in the less endowed local elementary and middle schools.  The musicians, artists and actors would come from community high schools, as mentors and role models, but may need support, coaching and direction from professionals or volunteers.   If you visit the new Columbus Library, notice the "Unity Pieces" that the Summer TAP Program have designed on display.  There are good, unifying things happening in Columbus.  The One Columbus Web Site should be a medium for promoting these activities. 

2. One Columbus should consider disabled people as a minority to support.  Race issues in Columbus are important.  They often keep us from being "one", but are not the only issues that separate us.  Race as a stand alone issue is not a major factor in Columbus at this time.  Race, economics, job competition, geography, gender, disabilities and poverty combine to splinter our community allowing race to be the focal point. The combination of these factors must be considered and resolved before we can hope to be One Columbus.  

3. One Columbus should facilitate the union of volunteers with established support groups.  Local organizations should be asked to contribute a link to the One Columbus Web Site outlining their need for volunteer skills and time commitments. 

4. One Columbus should be the liaison between the community outreach and ethnic minorities.  We should help the community get beyond the question of legal Vs undocumented.  Education promotes better citizenship and opportunity!  A ballot is a ballot, whether the voter is ignorant or intelligent.  

5. We cannot ignore the consequences of poverty and social injustice. One Columbus should encourage the political and financial leaders to support neighborhood renewal. 

6. Each of us can write letters to the editor or make our views known to the media.
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