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If this epistle keeps moving south, there should be two less by the end of the year!  Maybe the H(h)oliday excuse will work?

 

Before you tune it out!  A new dialogue group started last Tuesday at 5:30 PM, Highland United Methodist Church Annex on the east side of the sanctuary, 1301 17th St.  You are encouraged to join them for the last four meetings.

 

There were two interesting events this week for me.  Past President Jimmy Carter is promoting a new book, "Our Endangered Values: America's Moral Crisis".  He was interviewed on PBS Radio and the LARRY KING SHOW.  Naive Ed expected a repeat with some enlightenment on TV, but the tone and direction was different.  The PBS radio program was a straight forward interview, and I identified no party affiliation of bias.  Just "these are the changes that I (Jimmy Carter) perceive in our country's values.  The LARRY KING interview questions led to an obvious political agenda!  What is promoted as information and news on the TV always (!?) promotes a product or ideology.  Or trash, in the case of the follow up stuff such as Prime Time, 60 Minutes and Dateline!  Certainly my opinion, but well documented over time.  The news on any channel, under any name is spinned. Spinned is an euphemism for "redirecting the truth".  My mother taught me that a redirection of the truth is always a LIE.

 

I have former President Carter's book.  It is next on my "to read" list.  I may be able to provide a better idea of its contents and relevance to our concerns by December.

 

The second "don't miss" event of the week was the presentation by Joseph Crespino, Assistant Professor, Emory University at the Columbus Public Library on Tuesday.  His presentation was "After Jim Crow: Race and Conservatism in the Modern South".  He has a BOOK that will be published in 2006.  I can't recommend the book yet, but his premise scares me.  His presentation reviewed the history of segregation in the south and related it to current politics.  Mr. Crespino tried to keep his observations non-political and focused on the data, but his conclusion sounded  politically focused.  It will be easy for us to dismiss his research as biased and discount it as political rhetoric.  BUT, what if we are wrong and he is right?  His book may be worth reading, check it out from the library before making a purchase, to see if he has a case or is just promoting a political position.  Mr. Crespino promised to provide Ken the "official" name of the book when it is published, so that we can buy it.  The idea that he and his publishers have not settled on a title to date causes me to have reservations about the content.  Marketing seems to be the focus!

 

That's my editorial (s) for the week.  And, I'll back them to the hilt, unless challenged by someone with more hilt.  

Till next week, Ed Booth      
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