Mix-It-Up reaches hundreds in MCSD  on National Mix-It-Up Day  

On Tuesday, November 13, 2007 nearly 300 students at Columbus, Hardaway and Northside high schools  took time at lunch to participate in National Mix-It-Up Day.  A project of the Southern Poverty Law Center, Mix It Up was started in response to the labeling and grouping many children experienced in their schools according to www.tolerance.org. Students who were in attendance admitted that they learned something new as they had a chance to eat lunch with someone other than the “usual lunch crowd. ” Across America, more than 4 million students at all levels from 10,000 school districts were involved in the Mix-IT-Up project this year.  (The attachment seems most appropriate).

As part of the Southern Poverty Law Center’s educational programming, Mix-It-Up teaches kids to appreciate and respect each other despite the negative influences that they may face from time to time. 

Morris Dees, founder and chief trial counsel for the Center will be the keynote speaker for One Columbus’s Fourth Annual Recognition Dinner at the Trade Center January 24, 2008. For ticket information see our website www.onecolumbus.org or call 706-315-0162.

Columbus High
CHS will have a mix it up activity on November 13th  

We will begin by presenting some facts about diversity over our broadcast system 2 to 3 days before the event as well as the day of.  We will give our students some sort of identifier at lunch which will match one of the identifiers placed at the lunch tables.  Table top discussions will be held and banners will be placed around the cafeteria to remind students to celebrate differences.  

At the same time, our library will have some travel information from our faculty displayed so that students can see photos and other art displayed from travels around the world since we encourage this and provide dream trip opportunities here at CHS.
Also, our holiday social in December each year helps our students get to know others that are from different ethnicities, backgrounds and age groups.
Our lunch period is from 11:10 until 1:10.  We have 4 lunch periods and will conduct this each period.  Each lunch runs about 25 minutes.
Thanks so much!
Michele Grier
706-748-2548   
(see attached photos)
Hardaway High
What is Mix It Up at Lunch Day?

Oh, it’s a commitment by students, faculty, staff, and administrators to make a move and cross the lines that have divided schools and some of our lives.  On this day I encourage you to take a giant leap and meet someone you pass in the hallway or see in the cafeteria. Take the time to sit down and actually get to know one another. Mix it up, share your experiences, your differences, your likes and dislikes, cross those boundaries on Tuesday, November13th.

Why is it important to Mix It Up?

According to a recent article, social scientists have shown that interaction across group lines can help reduce prejudice and improve intergroup relations.  When people interact with those who are different from themselves, biases and misconceptions can fall away.

Last year an estimated four million students in 10,000 schools participated in Mix It Up at Lunch Day.

The Plan

The cafeteria tables will be sit up according to your zodiac sign. These signs will be placed at the end of each table.  Find your sign.  Don’t worry if you don’t know what your sign is, I will have dates on each picture. We hope our students will keep it honest.

Each table will have an ice breaker to start the conversation if needed.

Announcements for the Mix It Up Day will be each day beginning November 6. Students are encouraged to sign up for Mix It Up Day in the cafeteria on November 6 during their lunch period. 

 To increase involvement on the 13th a drawing will be held for all participating students who sign up.  Prizes will range from gift certificates, t-shirts, and movie passes.
(see attached photos)
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