One Columbus

Dialogue Group DG0603 - St. James

Meeting Notes

The first meeting of the Immigration Dialogue Group was held on April 18, 2006 at Saint James AME Church.

Ken Crooks facilitated the meeting.  The meeting opened with every participant sharing important life events, including a favorite drink!  Seven participants were in attendance:

Henry Gaillard

James Bussey

Holly Kucher

Darlene Porter

Josie Johnson

Julio Rivera

Jorge Vega

Of the participants, there were four Afro-Americans, two Hispanics and one Pacific Islander.  Berrien Zettler attended as the support person. 

  
Jorge Vega provided the “fodder” for the initial discussion as the resource person.  Jorge is a local attorney and of Hispanic descent.  He shared important facts regarding the numbering system that determines the timeframe that immigrants of different origins face in securing United States visas.  The information was obtained from Visa Bulletins posted on the Secretary of State website.  The discussion was lively with the emphasis on how we can contribute to bridging ethnic divides in our community.

Ken introduced Darlene Porter as the group facilitator.  The group will meet next on April 25 at 5:30 at the same location.  Additional Euro-American participation would broaden the diversity of the group. 
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