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Darlene J. Porter, Facilitator

Dialogue Group 0603 met on May 9, 2006 at its regular meeting place, St. James AME Church on 6th Avenue in Columbus, Georgia.  

In attendance – besides the facilitator - were eight participants:  Jorge Vega, H. Berrien Zettler, Julio Rivera, James Bussey, Rozvonski Williams, H. A. Gaillard, Holly Kuehu and the One Columbus life blood – Ken Crooks.  The ethnic makeup of the group including the facilitator was five African-Americans, two Hispanics, one Caucasian and one Pacific Islander.  As is usual, the dialogue began as soon as the door to the room closed!

One participant raised an interesting question:  Does the national focus on immigration tend to detract attention from other groups, re: African Americans?  Lively discussion ensued.  Out of lively discussion and dialogue, other questions grew.   What do education and religion have to say about this dilemma?  If Americans are educated about the differences of other ethnicities, cultures, would we be in this dilemma?  The religious communities can be heard to say “repeat, restore, rehearse history or redeem history”.  The dilemma that we are in with illegal Hispanic immigration is the history of Pearl Harbor repeating itself.  

The bottom line is that we’re all humans.  The focus of America can be traced by the magazines it deems most worthy of reading:  Life, People, US (them) and Self.  What an interesting perspective…..is the focus of Americans on Self?

As is par for the course, the young minds move us to action.

One participant urged each of us to move toward concrete action.

We agreed that Each One Would Reach One for One Columbus!  Each participant will bring one additional participant to the May 16 meeting.  Additionally, each participant received a homework assignment to devise a plan for a concrete project:

a. goal

b. target audience

c. objectives

d. action plan or action item

The meeting was adjourned until May 16, 2006.
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